
Fundraising Guide

A toolkit for passionate supporters



Are you ready to boogie?

I’m so excited you decided to sign up to our #ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon in partnership with School of SOS. Can’t wait to see you on 

the dance floor! 

I’m Julia, the Fundraising Officer at Women for Women International and I wanted to share some top tips on how to supercharge your 

fundraising – and have fun doing it! I love fundraising because it is such a great way to connect with like-minded people and engage in 

activities that will have a lasting impact on the women we serve. You get to be a part of something big and amplify the voices of women 

who are too often silenced and ignored.

By challenging yourself to the #ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon and fundraising for Women for Women International, you will be making 

a real difference in the life of a woman in our Stronger Women, Stronger Nations programme. Thanks to you, your ‘sister’ will be able to 

gain the skills she needs to build a brighter future for herself and her family.

For some quick tips on how to successfully fundraise, read my ‘Top 5 Fundraising Tips’ blog here. Read on for more detailed tips!

https://www.sos.dance/
https://womenforwomen.org.uk/work-we-do/our-programmes
https://womenforwomen.org.uk/fundraising-tips


My Quick Tips

The golden rules for fundraising are: 

• Make a plan
• Be creative 
• Set fundraising milestones and targets
• Choose your platform
• Share why fundraising is important to you
• Follow up, follow up, follow up
• Remember to thank your those who donate

You want to be as engaging as possible whilst maintaining a clear 
message: the funds you raise will support women survivors of war.

Fundraising can be daunting if you have never done it before, but it is easier than you think!

Don’t forget to put the FUN back in FUNdraising, too. Let’s get started!



Let’s get started

First things first, you need to set up your JustGiving page here. Make your page as personal as possible. Your family and friends first and foremost 

want to support YOU and want to know your personal motivation for fundraising for women survivors of war.

You want to include:

• A photo of yourself

• Information about the #ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon

• Explain why supporting women survivors of war is important to you

• Why you need family and friends to donate, if they can

• Share a quote or story from our website that inspires you

Passion is infectious, so if you share your personal motivations and connection to our work and what inspires you to support women survivors of 

war, people will be more likely to donate.

Create your 
JustGiving 

page

Personalise 
your page 

Start 
fundraising

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/shakeitinsisterhood-danceathon-2023
https://womenforwomen.org.uk/work-we-do/stories


How to create your Just Giving Page

Click this link to join the official #ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon fundraising group. This will take you to the 

page screenshot below.

Click ‘Start Fundraising’ to create 

your own fundraising page. 

Your personal fundraising page will 

automatically link to the group, so 

you will be able to see how we are 

all doing towards our combined 

goal!

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/shakeitinsisterhood-danceathon-2023


Start your fundraising!

Online

We’re firm believers that everyone is 

an influencer – so make the most of 

your social media. Add your JustGiving 

page link to your Instagram and TikTok 

bios and post about the Danceathon 

on Facebook and Twitter. Send an 

email to your colleagues or peers with 

the link and ask them to donate.

Be engaging

Challenging yourself to our 

#ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon 

should be exciting enough to motivate 

donors. However, some people need a 

bit more context. They might need to 

know why you are fundraising, and the 

impact their donation will have. Inspire 

them to donate by sharing a powerful 

story from one of the women we serve.

In person

Having friends or family over for 

dinner? Having lunch with colleagues 

at work? Chatting to your netball 

team pre-match? Seize the 

opportunity to speak to the people 

around you and ask them to donate 

to support your dance challenge!

https://womenforwomen.org.uk/work-we-do/stories
https://womenforwomen.org.uk/work-we-do/stories


Start your fundraising!

Know your audience: how can 

they help?

Every donation, no matter how small, 

makes a big difference. If someone is 

unable to donate to your JustGiving 

page, ask them to share the link on 

their own social instead – don’t 

underestimate the power of your 

network!

💡Make this into a challenge: each 

friend you ask to share your 

fundraising page needs to then 

either donate and share it with at 

least two other friends, who in turn 

either can donate or pass your page 

on to two more friends – creating a 

ripple effect and getting the word 

out about your #ShakeItInSisterhood 

Danceathon challenge and 

fundraising.

Keep your donors updated

You’ll also want to let your network 

know how much you have raised so 

far, to keep them updated. At your 

halfway point, say thank you to your 

friends and family online (or in-

person) for helping you reach the 

halfway mark – this will encourage 

others to contribute too.



Follow up, follow up, follow up

Luck is on your side: the #1 reason people donate to a cause is simply because they were asked.

But you will need to be persistent in your fundraising. On average, only about 25% of the people who see your call 

to action will donate – if you are lucky! People either forget or lose interest (thank you, short attention spans) so 

you need to constantly remind them that you need their support. 

Post about the #ShakeItInSisterhood Danceathon and your fundraising regularly on your socials and pair it with 

why you need to raise funds.

Urgency is your friend: push for those last minute donations in the weeks leading up to the event on the 25th June.



Some ideas to get you started…
Ask your employer to 

match the donations made 

on your page – so your 

fundraising can have twice 

the impact! 

Host a mini clothing sale on campus, 

asking people to donate to your page in 

exchange for some fashionable pieces 

you may find at the bottom of your closet

Organise a pub quiz and ask 

guests to donate to your page 

in lieu of purchasing a ticket

Ask friends and family to 

donate to your JustGiving 

page as a birthday gift

Set up an ‘honesty snack box’ in your 

office. Why not bring in some biscuits for 

your colleagues and ask them to donate to 

your page each time they have a treat?

Ask colleagues to ‘donate 

their commute’ to your 

page on days when they 

work from home

Organise a bake 

sale at work, on 

campus or in your 

community
Host a fundraising 

dinner party with 

friends or family

Invite a friend to a School of SOS dance 

class and ask them to top up their ticket 

price, donating the difference to your 

JustGiving page

💡

https://www.sos.dance/
https://www.sos.dance/


An example Fundraising Plan

It’s a good idea to set some smaller milestones and plan activities according to those targets. On the next slide you’ll find an 

example fundraising plan that you can use and adapt to suit your needs and appeal to your network. It has a mix of activities that 

you can plan to boost your fundraising. Feel free to create your own and spread things out over a few months!

Set a target against each activity. For example, let’s say you aim to raise: 

• £15 per Instagram story by adding a ‘donate’ button to your stories linking to your JustGiving page

• £100 by emailing your colleagues 

• £50 through a dinner party

• £30 through a bake sale with your netball team

• £10 by asking friends to top up their School of SOS dance class ticket from £10 to £15

That’s £264, plus an extra quid, covered!

Being consistent, spreading out your activities, and being creative with your fundraising is the best way to reach your target.



Example Fundraising Plan



Some useful resources

Here is a Dropbox folder with everything you need to fundraise, including:

• A short summary of who we are and what we do

• Images of the women in our programme

• Social media graphics for you to fundraise online

Our website also has a whole bank of stories from the women we serve, so you can engage your 

audience and tell them why you need their support.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/rrst90vtx9xtekn19stzy/h?dl=0&rlkey=q4ynuz7s2v1x382u3og4e9lg2
https://womenforwomen.org.uk/work-we-do/stories


7-14 Great Dover Street
SE14YR
London

womenforwomen.org.uk

Thank You!
Please email Julia 

jvieyres@womenforwomen.org if you have 
any questions. 

mailto:jvieyres@womenforwomen.org
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